
 

 

 
August   16,   2019  
 
Dear   NMS   Students   and   Parents/Guardians,  
 
I  hope  that  you  are  having  an  enjoyable  summer!  There  are  some  changes  that  I  will  be  excited  to  share  with                      
you  on  our first  day  of  school  scheduled  for  Thursday,  September  5,  2019 .  We  will  all  gather  in  the                    
cafetorium  to  start  the  day  and  proceed  through  orientation  activities  and  a  Day  1  schedule.  It  is  a  full  day                     
of   school   with   dismissal   at   1:58.  
 
Communication  
As  you  can  see,  my  communications  often  have  accessible  links  in  them.  While  a  hard  copy  of  this  letter  is                     
being  mailed  home,  I  have  also  sent  it  by  email  so  that  you  can  access  the  links. If  you  did  not  receive                       
either  the  email  or  the  hard  copy  of  this  letter ,  please  let  me  know  as  that  means  the  school  has  incorrect                      
contact  information.  If  you  did  not  receive  the  email,  it  may  be  that  your  email  system  is  blocking  emails                    
from  our  email  system.  To  ensure  you  receive  emails  from  the  school  in  the  future,  please  add                  
aspen-sysadmin@myfollett.com    to   your   contacts   and/or   allowable   senders.   
 
During  the  course  of  the  school  year,  I  rarely  send  home  hard  copies  of  letters,  so  please  make  sure  you  are                      
receiving  emails  from  the  school  in  order  to  have  up-to-date  information.  If  during  the  course  of  the  school                   
year,  you  have  not  received  an  email  from  the  school  in  over  a  month,  most  likely  your  email  system  is                     
blocking  the  emails  or  we  do  not  have  the  correct  email  information.  Most  communications  from  me  are                  
posted  on  the  website  on  the  “ Information  from  the  Principal ”  page  and  other  communications  are  often                 
located   on   the    website    as   well   so   you   can   access   them   there   if   needed.  
 
Communication:   Part   II:   new   way   to   communicate   electronically:   LMS  
This  year,  Norwell  Public  Schools  will  begin  using  the  learning  management  system  (LMS)  called               
Schoology.  A  learning  management  system  (LMS)  is  a  software  program  that  allows  teachers  and  students                
to  more  easily  communicate,  access,  and  maximize  digital  instructional  materials  and  electronic  resources.              
The  district’s  overarching  goal  of  adopting  a  learning  management  system  is  to  make  accessing  the                
exponential  growth  in  digital  instructional  material  and  communication  easier  and  more  efficient  between              
students  and  teachers.  The  system  will  also  provide  a  consistent  platform  for  students  and  teachers  with                 
single  sign-on  functionality  that  replaces  the  need  for  numerous  passwords  and  log-ins  which  will  support                
our   teaching   and   learning   at   all   levels.  
 
Transitioning  to  Schoology  will  gradually  take  place  over  the  entire  school  year  as  we  learn  to  integrate  all                   
the  functionalities  that  the  system  has  to  offer.  Specific  details  about  how  your  child,  their  teachers,  and  you                   
will  be  able  to  interact  with  Schoology  will  be  presented  at  Norwell  Middle  School  at  the  beginning  of  the                    
Open  House  on  Thursday,  September  26,  2019.  As  this  is  a  new  system  for  all  of  us,  teachers,  students,  and                     
families,   please   be   patient   as   we   work   through   how   to   optimize   the   use   of   the   system  
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Summer   Reading  
All  students  are  expected  to  read at  least two  books  from  their  grade  level  reading  list. You  can  reference                    
this  information  on  the Middle  School  Summer  Reading  web  page  or  by  clicking  one  of  the  following  links:                   
6th  Grade  Summer  Reading  List ; 7th  Grade  Summer  Reading  List ; 8th  Grade  Summer  Reading  List .  Some                 
of  the  books  are  available  on  Overdrive  through  the  NMS  library.  There  are  copies  of  the  7th  Grade                   
Required  read, At  the  Edge:  Daring  Acts  in  Desperate  Times  by  Larry  Verstraete,  at  the  middle  school. If                   
you   need   to   borrow   one,    please   contact   Derek   Sulc   -    derek.sulc@norwellschools.org  
 
 
Math   Practice  
While  not  required,  we  also  recommend  that  students  practice  their  math  skills.  The  following  websites  are                 
engaging  ways  to  review.  On  some  of  these  sites,  students  already  have  accounts  that  they  used  during  the                   
school   year   or   you   will   need   to   create   a   new   account.    Parent   guidance   and   direction   is   recommended.  
 

www.ixl.com/ www.khanacademy.org/math/   
https://www.freckle.com/math/ www.mathisfun.com   
www.coolmath.org  www.purplemath.com/modules/index.htm   

 
 
Bus   Registration   and   iPad   Technology   Fee   for   Repairs   and   Replacement  
You  should  have  received  emails  from  the  District  providing  information  regarding bus  registration  and  the                
iPad  technology  fee  for  repairs  and  replacement .  Links  are  provided  here  if  you  need  this  information                 
again.  Bus  routes  will  be  posted  to  the  district  website  and  pick-up  locations  with  approximate  times  will                  
be   available   on   Aspen.   
 
 
Student   Schedule   and   Supply   Lists  
An  email  will  be  sent  to  you  to  let  you  know  that  student  schedules  are  available  in  the  Aspen  portal.  The                      
schedule  will  indicate  homeroom  teacher,  subject-specific  teachers,  and  exploratory  classes.  Earlier  in  the              
summer  you  were  asked  to  review  course  requests  to  ensure  students  would  be  assigned  to  the  correct                  
classes.  After  the  posting  of  the  schedules,  changes  are  difficult  to  make.  Please  review  the  Requests  if  you                   
have  not  done  so  already.  If  you  have  questions  about  your  assigned  courses,  please  look  at  the NMS                   
Program  of  Studies  on  the  school  website  or  contact  Mr.  Sulc  ( derek.sulc@norwellschools.org ).  Supply              
lists   by   grade   level   and   for   foreign   language   are   available   on   the    school   website.  
 
Enjoy   the   remainder   of   your   summer.    It   will   be   great   to   see   you   soon.  
 
Thank   you,  
 
Derek   J.   Sulc,   NMS   Principal  

https://www.norwellschools.org/Page/7639
https://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/181/Grade%206%20Summer%20Reading%202019%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/181/Grade%207%20Summer%20Reading%202019%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/181/Grade%208%20Summer%20Reading%202019%20.pdf
mailto:derek.sulc@norwellschools.org
https://www.ixl.com/
http://www.khanacademy.org/math/
https://www.freckle.com/math/
http://www.mathisfun.com/
http://www.coolmath.org/
http://www.purplemath.com/modules/index.htm
https://www.norwellschools.org/Page/141
https://www.norwellschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=994&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=9926&PageID=1
https://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/166/2019-2020%20NMS%20Program%20of%20Studies.pdf
https://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/166/2019-2020%20NMS%20Program%20of%20Studies.pdf
mailto:derek.sulc@norwellschools.org
https://www.norwellschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=166&ModuleInstanceID=996&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=439&PageID=955

